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I.—Forerian Potirics. 


Tat Paridarshak, of the 15th November, does not think that the King 
of Burmah is wrong in asking three months’ 
time. But the English would not give him 
any time. The Secretary of State hasdeclared that Burmah should be 
annexed. The people of India alone will be ruined, because they 
will have to find the whole cost of the war. The King has treaty 
relations with France, Germany, and Italy. If the English have commu- 
nicated with these Powers before sending troops to Burmah, they have done 
well, otherwise these may assume a hostile attitude. But if they rashly 
enter upon war, the whole of Europe may be involved therein. The 
writer hopes that this will not happen. 


2. The Pratikar, of the 20th November, says that the English have. 
entered upon an unjust war against the King of 
| Burmah, only because the King is weak and it 
would be easy to annex his kingdom. There is no other cause of the war 
than the weakness of the King. The writer does not think that there was 
anything insulting to the English in the King’s reply to the English 
ultimatum. 


d. Lhe Sansodhint, of the 21st November, says that Theebaw has long 
been known to be a very cruel monarch. Why, 
then, do the English declare war against him 
at this particular time ? The reason of their doing so is the fine imposed on the 
English timber merchantsin Burmah. If so much difficulty is raised about a 
decision of a court of an independent prince, no one can be safe. The writer is 
opposed to the war. The difference should be made up by means of arbitration. 
No blood should be shed for it. These wars swell the public debt of India. 
4. The Charu Vartdé, of the 23rd November, says that the Hngush 
want to trade with Burmah. Lord Ripon says 
jar’ Ripon on the Burmese ques- that they should conclude a treaty with the 
Burmese King. Anindependent Burmah will 
be an advantage to the English, because it will keep their frontiers 
remote from those of the French in Cochin China and of China. The 
English are inviting the Russians, the French and the Chinese, to be their 
close neighbours. The writer apprehends that in Asia, as vell as in EKurope, 
a great war will, in time, break out. 

5. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 25th November, says that the British 
Government, dishonoured by Russia, wants to 
gave its reputation in the eyes of the natives 
of India by destroying the independence of Burmah. If the English learn 
to trust the natives of India, for whom they have done so much, Russia will 
not be able to touch one single hair of their head. If the Bombay and 
Burmah Trading Corporation cut timber in Burmah, why should they not pay 
taxes ; and if they cut timber in secret, why should they not pay damages ? 
Burmah belongs to the Burmese. The English were mere merchants. 
The British Government wants to take away the independence of 
Burmah because the Burmese King would not comply with the unreasonable 
demands made by English merchants. Why do the natives trouble them- 
selves about this matter ? Simply for this: men died in numbers in famines 
and in storms, but Government had no money to relieve them. Itcould not 
spend even Rs. 50,000 for the distressed. But now it is ready to spend a 
large sum of money for destroying the independence of Burmah. The writer 
asks Government not to place itself in a false position asit did in Kabul. Is 
there no foundation for the rumour that the King has treaty relations with 
Germany, France and Italy ? Lord Dufferin should calmly consider this matter. 


The Burmese war. 


The Burmese war. 


The Burmese war. 


The Burmese war. 
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6. The Sahachar, of the 25th November, asks—will not the annexation 
of Burmah alarm the native princes of India and 

sae the King of Siam? Everyone is now thinkin 
that the time of Lord Dalhousie has come back. Had the English Gavan 
ment adopted the same course in Burmah which they adopted in Baroda 
its object would have been attained, and at the same time no suspicion 
would have been awakened in anybody’s mind. People are saying that the 
English have not been able to overcome the strong desire to possess the 
wealth of Burmah awakened in their mind by Colquhoun. The writer to 

is of the same opinion. 

7. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 26th November, says that many 
farsighted statesmen are dissuading the 
English from the Burmese war, on the ground 
that it may lead to a collision with China. China isa very powerful and 
populous country. The vicinity of China is not to the advantage of the 
English Government. An independent country should be kept as a 
barrier between India and China. The following dangers are apprehended 
from the proximity of China to the British Empire :—(1) that a large Chinese 
army may pour into India through Assam; (2) that the Chinese, who 
are jealous of foreigners, may try to drive away the English if they 
come near China; and (3) that it will be very difficult to check the 
numerous Chinese who will emigrate into British dominions. The 
writer thinks all these apprehensions to be _ well-founded. If it 
be reasonable to maintain an independent Afghanistan for the fear of 


Afghanistan and Burmah. 


a Russian invasion of India, it is also reasonable to keep an independent 


country as a barrier between India and China. The writer is of opinion 
that the English Government should keep the power of the independent 
countries on the eastern and western frontiers of India unimpaired, and 
that it should enter into friendly relations with them. If this 1s done, there 
will be as little fear of danger from outside as there is of disturbance from 
within. It is a matter of regret that the English are following a suicidal 
policy in respect to both Afghanistan and Burmah. : 

8. The Rungpore Dikprdkdsh, of the 26th November, says that the 
offence for which war is going to be proclaimed 
against Burmah should not be considered to 
be very serious in an independent prince. If the Trading Company _has 
done anything wrong, has not the King theright to punishit? If the King 
is prone to oppression, and if that be made a cause of war, the English will 
have to fight with all independent sovereigns. The English will never venture 
to do that, but still they go and fight with Burmah because the King is power- 
less. However that may be, India will be ruined in providing the cost of the 
war. The English should at least have looked to their treasury before going 
to war. But they did not do even that. 

9. The Sanjivant, of the 28th November, says that, according to the 
statement of Government, the Burmese war 
will cost Rs. 5,00,000 a month. But the 
writer learns from Rangoon that Government pays Rs. 4,00,000 or 
Rs. 5,00,000 to the Flotilla Company alone as the hire for steamers, and that 
the war will cost Rs. 50,00,000 per month. Moral considerations apart, the 
writer objected to the war because India would have to bear this large cust. 

10. The Sddhdrani, of the 29th November, asks—does the offence with 

ai which the English Government charge King 
Theebaw justify his deposition? He allowed 

the English merchants to carry on trade in his country on condition that 
they would lend him money when necessary. At first the English merchants 
lent him large sums of money and obtained great commercial privileges 


The Burmese war. 


The cost of the Burmese war. 
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But lately the merchants having refused to lend him money, a quarrel broke 
out between him and them. Burmah is going to be annexed for this 
offence. Another charge preferred against the Burmese King is that he is 
very cruel and greatly oppresses his people. But have the English any 
right to punish the Burmese King for this? There is no sign of discontent 
in Burmah. Had there been any discontent, the English would not have 
failed to fan it. Why are, again, the Burmese going to be punished for 
the offence of Theebaw? Why will they be deprived of their independence ? 
Had the Burmese King known the proper way of dealing with the just 
and conscientious Christians of the nineteenth century, he would not have 
been in such danger. Had he learnt the self-sacrifice of making over his 
dominion to greedy persons, he would not have been charged with cruelty. 

11. The Som Prakash, of the 80th November, says that the explana- 
_ fion given by the Spanish Government for 
the insult offered to the British representative 
in Havannah is not satisfactory. But it is very disgraceful for civilized people 
to fight with each other for such small matters. Had Spain been Burmah, 
an ultimatum would have been sent by this time. But it is a fortunate 
circumstance that the English Government’s dealings with powerful countries 
are different. 

12. The Daznik, of the 30th November, says that Mr. Bright has 
understood that the Burmese war has its origin 
in the selfishness of the English people. In his 
speech at Birmingham he has said so. The English want to trade in Burmah, 
and so they do not care whether India is ruined by the war. Lord Ran- 
dolph Churchill has said that if English interests are to be preserved, war must 
be made on Burmah. Both the political parties in England are guilty of 
selfishness. Selfishness makes them greedy for territories. The English gain 
by it, but the people of India lose greatly. Mr. Bright says that both Liberals 
and Conservatives are greatly to blame for their foreign policy. 

13. The Sadr Sudhdanzdhi, of the 30th November, objects to the annexa- 
tion of Burmah on the ground that such a course 
will make people disbelieve the professions of 
the English that they do not covet foreign countries, but merely want to 
remove an oppressive King in a neighbouring country, and to place a good 
one on the throne; that the cost of subjugating the independent Burmese will 
be great; that it may awaken the hostility of France, Germany, and Ltaly ; 
that it may lead to the annexation of Afghanistan by Russia in imita- 
tion of the example thus set by England; and that it may arose suspicions in 
the mind of China, Siam, and Japan. The object of obtaining commercial 
privileyes may be secured by England without the annexation of Burmah 
by the placing of a person who will consent to act according to her desire 
on the Burmese throne. 

14. The Navavibhdkar, of the 30th November, says that it has doubts 
about the authorship of the hostile proclama- 
tion which the English in Rangoon attribute 
to the Burmese King. Had the Burmese King made any arrangements for 
opposition to the English, the English army would have surely met with 
some degree of resistance. Though the English General has said that 
Burmese soldiers, priests, and people are hailing English occupation of the 
country with delight, the writer does not know how many Burmese priesis 
came with offerings to the English General. Probably those soldiers 
only who have been made captive have welcomed the English in the 
above manner. Where did the English General meet with the Burmese 
people? Ifthe statement of the English General is true, it must be 
admitted that all the inhabitants of Burmah are bitter enemies of King 
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‘Theebaw. But had there been such universal dissatisfaction, even the K; 
a despotic country like Burmah could not have for a day 2 
throne. ‘The influence of the priests is very great in Burmah. Ha 
Burmese priests been discontented, Theebaw could not have rema 
throne. But the writer will be glad if the General’s statement jg 
that case the unrighteous annexation of Burmah, upon which ¢ 
Government has determined, will be easily accomplished. The English st 
of administration will be introduced into Burmah. Mr. Colquhoun wil he 
appointed one of the Deputy Commissioners. Thus Colquhoun’s and the Tory 


parties’ desire is going to be fulfilled. When the Tories have been able 


satisfy the English, who are a mercantile nation, why will not their desire } 
fulfilled ? : 


, & of 
remained on hi, 


_ fad th 
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true, for in 
he English 


II.— Homes ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


15. <A correspondent of the Pratikdr, of the 20th November, writine 
from Jajigram, complains of the prevalence of 
thefts in his village. Though the chowkidars 
get their pay, they neglect their duty, and are such weak and powerless 
men that even dogs are not afraid of them. 
16. A correspondent of the Nava Medint, of the 28th November, 
says that one Gungaram was attacked within a 
short distance of the Gurbetta police lines by 
four lattials and seriously wounded. His cries 
roused the village people who live at aconsiderable distance, but they could 
not rouse the police people from their slumbers. Gungaram’s relatives went 
to the thana and raised a great hue and cry, but the Sub-Inspector could 
not hear them, his sleep was so profound. 
17. The Bharat Bast of the 28th November, says that when Magis- 
) trates, Commissioners, and Superintendents of 
Police go on tour, police officers make people 
work without paying them. The native press has fora long time complained 
of this act of oppression, but in vain. Unless some of these policemen are 
punished, there is no chance of this sort of oppression being remedied. 
When officers go on tour, poor people become greatly alarmed. 
18. The Samaya, of the 30th November, in noticing the efforts of 
Mr. Lambert, the Deputy Commissioner of the 
Calcutta Police, to drive away prostitutes from 
quarters inhabited by respectable citizens in 


the southern division of the town, asks whether he has forgotten the northern 
division altogether. 


The chowkidars at J ajigram. 


The Sub-Inspector of the Gurbetta 
police in Midnapore. 


Police oppression. 


Prostitutes in the southern quarter 
of Calcutta. 


(6)—Working of the Courts. 


19. The Paridarshak, of the 15th November, notices a case of the 
murder of a coolie by Mr. Gordon, the 
Manager of the Kalajol garden in Sylhet. The 
poor man was absent from his work, and so he was summoned to the 
Manager’s bungalow and kicked with shod foot, in consequence of which 
he died. The case was tried by Mr. Pope of Sylhet, who, placing bis 
reliance on the evidence of two European witnesses, dismissed it, and 
recommended that the witnesses for the prosecution should be prosecuted for 
perjury. Mr. Pope has done more harm than good by his thoroughgoing 
advocacy of the cause of the accused. The writer cannot in this matter 
help blaming the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet for keeping the case 1 
the file of Mr. Pope whose character is well-known. Noone can deny that 


Mr. Gordon’s case. 
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Mr. Gordon deserved punishment. If he had been punished, the English 
Government would not certainly have lost its prestige in the least. But his 
discharge has wounded the feelings of the entire native community. 

20. The Bharat Bast, of the 28th November, says that the number 


» Wisk Court, of Civilian Judges in the High Court should 
— be reduced. The civilians lose all sympathy 
for natives by long residence in India. If Indian experience be a qualifica- 
tion for Judgeship, natives should be more largely employed as Judges. 
Elderly men should be appointed Judges, but elderly civilians as a rule 
suffer from ill-health, and so they should not be appointed. ‘The writer is 
glad to notice that Baboo Brajendra Kumar Seal is to be appointed to 
cficiate when Mr. Justice Field goes on leave. But can he not be 
permanently appointed to the Wigh Court ? 

21. The Samrad Purnachandrodaya, of the 4th December, says that 
the mofussil Magistrates go on their tours 
merely for the saxe of gain. They visit roads 
and schools, but take no trouble to improve their condition. They take 
money from the people, but do not spend a single pice for their benefit. 
They take travelling allowances from Government, but do not spend the 
money. No good is produced by their tours. 


. (d)—Lducation. 


22. The Bharat Milur, of the 26th November, says that it is 
extremely doubtful whether the work of exam- 
ining the papers of the candidates at the 
next Entrance Examination of tre Calcutta University will be satisfactorily 
performed on the new system, under which the number of examiners in 
each subject has been increased and an examiner-in-chief appointed to 
supervise their work. Hach examiner will at least have to overlook 1,252 
papers, while the examiner-in-chief in every subject will have to examine 
at least athousand papers. It is idle to expect that they will be able to go 
through their work with sufficient’ carefulness within the prescribed time. 
The result will be that the examiners will have often to meet with insults at 
the hands of the examiner-in-chief. Besides, it is not a good arrangement 
to thus place the examiners in subordination to certain other examiners. 
Really able men will not under this system care to accept examinerships. 
The treatment accorded to Baboo Prasanna Kumar Lahiri by tbe Syndicate, 
on the ground that he is the author of a key to the English Entrance course, 
is not justifiable, considering that Messrs. Rowe and Deighton, who also 
are authors of note-books, have been allowed to become examiners in 
Enclish. The action of the Syndicate in this matter is considered to. be 
dae to race considerations. 
28. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 26th November, says that 
een et | Baboo Prasanna Kumar Lahiri, who was 
al of Baboo Prasanna Kumar ; ‘ 
Lahiri from examinership of English removed from examinership of English to that 
» Whe Hatrance Reamingtion. of History in the Entrance Examination for .his 
having a key to the English course for that examination, has resigned his 
examinership because some other examiners, who also have published notes 
on the subject, of which they have been appointed examiners, have not been 
similarly removed, and because of the humiliation incident toa percentage of 
the papers examined by subordinate examiners being re-examined by the 
chief examiner under the new system. The writer says that, as to the 
second reason urged by SBaboo Prasanna Kumar for his resignation 
of examinership, there may be difference of opinion. But the first 
reason urged by Baboo Prasanna Kumar shows the difference between 
the treatment of examiners based on the ground of their being English- 
Men or natives or of their teaching in Government Colleges or in 
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private colleges. The case, as it now stands, reflects great discredit 


upon the Syndicate. The writer hopes that the public will agitate about 
the matter. 


24. The Bangabdst, of the 28th November, says that Baboo Prasanna 


me Kumar Lahiri was appointed by the Synai. 
ee cate of the Calcutta University ‘i sag 
in English in the Entrance Examination. Subsequently the Syndicate came 
to know that the Baboo was the author of a note-book on the Entrance 
course, and so his name was removed from the list of examiners in English, 
and put in the list of those in history. If this course of action had been 
adopted for all alike, nobody could have blamed the Syndicate, but 
that has not been done. Baboo Prasanna Kumar has in order to preserve 
his self-respect done well by resigning his appointment as examiner. 
25. The Sanjtvant, of the 28th November, approves of the appoint- 


ieee ment of examiners-in-chief, but objects to the 
ee appointment of Englishmen as such. The dis- 
position of English examiners is well known. But Englishmen rule the 


University ; the native members are only indifferent spectators. The Univer- 
sity requires sweeping reforms. Although the Syndicate has in it a large 
number of native members, distinction of race is still maintained in the Uni- 
versity. This shows that the majority of native members are worthless men, 
cowards, and sycophants. Is there no member who can remedy the evils 
in connection with the management of the affairs of the University ? 
26. The Som Prakash, of the 80th November, does not approve of 
A: University in Allehabed. the establishment of a University in Allaha- 
bad. The writer thinks that there should be 
only a single University for the whole of India. This will increase the 
glory of the University, as well as produce uniformity of education in all 
parts of the country. 
27. The Navavibhdkar, of the 30th November, says that the rules 
Self-Government Boards and the about entrusting the management of schools 
management of schools. to Self-Government Boards, made under the 
Self-Government Act, are as delusive as the Act itself. The definition 
given in the rules of ‘* schools under public management,” which are to be 
handed over to the management of the Boards, includes private schools 
established without the help of Government. How can Government with 
justice interfere with the management of those schools? It is absolutely 
necessary to change the definition. Under the rules the District and 
Local Boards will exercise the power in the management of schools which 
has been hitherto exercised by Secretaries and Inspectors of Schools. 
Referring to this arrangement, the writer says that it should be definitely 
stated to what extent the officers of the Education Department will be 
able to interfere with their work. The writer asks, will the District Boards 
have to ask the opinion of the Education Department before they can 
appoint, increase the salary of, or dismiss any teacher? If they have to 
ask the opinion of the Education Department in the management of 8 
middle class school, then the people will have obtained the right of 
self-government in a considerable measure indeed! The Board will 
have the power of appointing Sub-Inspectors of Schools. But the Inspector 
of Schools will have the power of not sanctioning the appointment if he 
pleases. Under these circumstances, no respectable person will consent 
to busy himself with the management of schools. The writer approve? 
in general of the rules regarding the establishment and management of 
middle schools by the Boards. But the writer says that the Boards 
should be allowed the power of selecting with complete freedom 
text-books for those schools. The writer says that the rules are hard upoD 
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those who establish schools in the mofussil. The Inspector of Schools 
should be allowed the power of deciding whether the money given 
by Government is to be realized from the Secretaries of such schools as 
may be abolished. It will be very unjust to realize the money from Secre- 
taries in those.cases in which the schools have been abolished without 
any fault on their part. Government can at most take away the furni- 
ture that have been made out of the money. The writer is of opinion 
that those who will build school-houses should be required to furnish 
the documents of the land, &c., and the statement of expenditure 
after the house has been built, and not before. In the former 
case, Government will know the true expenditure, while in the 
latter it will know only the expenditure estimated. The writer says that 
the Union Committees should be allowed greater power than what 
has been given to them by the rules with regard to the superintendence cf 
education. Joint-Committees should be entrusted with the manage- 
ment of all district and collegiate schools. The writer says that the 
arrangements about the settlement of any dispute between the Inspector of 
Schools and the Board are very complex. The writer is of opinion 
that such disputes should be directly referred to the Director of Public 
Instruction for settlement. Many parts of the rules are obscure. It is 
absolutely necessary that the rules should be amended. 

28. The same paper says that under the present system of education 
the self-respect of native youths and their reve- 
rence for their countrymen are diminishing. 
The result of thisis social and political degradation. Government is now 
going to entrust the Self-Government Boards with the superintendence 
of education. Thus there is hope that the system of education ma 
be rendered suitable to this country. One thing will show that the 
change of the present system of education is necessary. By the establish- 
ment of the Medical College, the Hindu system of medicine has been 
almost removed from the province. But men have now begun to see the 
merits of that system. Had the Hindu system of medicine been taught 
from the first, along with something of the English system, it would 
have been well. The same remark applies to general education also. 

29. The same paper hopes that the people of Orissa will perceive 

The standard of education in ‘hat it 1s @ mistake to depend upon the 
Orissa. patronage of Government. They have not 
done well in praying for the lowering of the standard of qualifications in 
their case for the public service. They will prosper only if they can compete 
with Bengalis. 

30. The same paper says that the power conferred upon Inspectors 

Rules about education under the of Schools, of vetoing the appointment 
Self-Government Act. of persons who may be appointed as: Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools by the District Boards, will produce much evil by 
leading to frequent quarrels between the Inspector and the Board. Many 
of the rules framed under the Self-Government Act relating to educational 
matters are obscure. Thus, arule says that the managers of any school who 
may wish to obtain a grant from Government must appoint a Secretary to 
conduct their correspondence with the District Board and the Education 
Department. Does this mean that a Secretary will have to be appointed 
whose sole duty will be to carry on the work of correspondence ? 

31. The Urdu Guide, of the 2nd and 3rd December, supports the 
prayers of the Mussulmans of Orissa, in their 
address to the Lieutenant-Governor, that 
Persian and Urdu may be taught in the district schools of Orissa, and that 
two-thirds of the schooling fees of the Mussulman students who are poor may 
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be paid out of the Monsin Fund. The absence of Urdu and Persian classes ; 
English Schools is a great obstacle in the way of the education of Mend. 
mans, inasmuch as Mussulmans are reluctant to send their sons: to schools 
where those languages, which are held in bigh esteem among them, are not 
taught. That this has not been communicated to the Government so lonc 
is due to the fact that there are no Mussulman School Inspectors. Hindy 
Inspectors of Schools take no interest in the education of Mussulman 
students, The writer says that Persian and Urdu should be taught not only 
in the schools of Orissa, but in the schools in every part of the country 
Mussulmans are everywhere poor; and this, as has been pointed out by the 
Education Commission, is the cause of the slow progress of education amone 
them. The writer recommends that two-thirds of tne fees of tee Mussulman 
students of Orissa should be paid out of the Mohsin Fund, as is the caso 
with Mussulman students in other places. 


(e)—Local Self Government and Municipal administration. 


mista Paskiae 32. The Dacca Prakash, of the 22nd November, says that Sir Rivers 
Nov. 22nd, 1885. Thompson has given Bengal a mutilated gort 
of Self-Government, but even that is likely to 
be destroyed as the Calcutta Municipality is an eyesore to Sir Rivers. In his 
Opinion and in that of Lord Dufferin, Calcutta is an extremely unhealthy 
city. Its condition should be improved, and that ina moment. Government 
cannot tolerate the idea of gradual progress, and for this reason the house-tax 
should be raised from 7% to 10 per cent. at once. 
ag eage 33. The Sahachar, of the 25th November, says that the Governments of 
eee India and Bengal will not be satisfied so long 
as the house-tax is not raised to 10 per cent. 
The desire of Mr. Cunningham and the Anglo-Indian community will be 
fulfilled if that is done. Government listens to those who have no houses 
or lands of their own in Calcutta. The cry of natives is mere cry in the 
wilderness. 
SAHacHaR, 04. The same paper says that,in his reply to the address of the 
The self-sacrifice of Municipal Com. Central Indian Association, Lord Dufferin 
missioners, has borne testimony to the self-sacrifice shown 
by Municipal Commissioners in attending to the welfare of the public to the 
prejudice of their own private business. ° He has directed the subordinate 
officials to express thankfulness for this. But the writer does not want so 
much, he will be glad if the officials only desist from insulting the Commis- 
sioners, and from interfering with their work. 
Baawar Werks, 35. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 26th November, says that the Calcutta 
Mian ee Municipality has pointed out that it is impossi- 
ble to remove the defects in the sanitary ar- 
rangements for the town out of its own resources. The editor says that the 
rate-payers of Calcutta will not be able to bear any further increase in muni- 
cipal taxation. It being so, Government should enable the municipality to 
remove the defects in the sanitary arrangements for the town by relieving 
| | it of the police charges, and by lending it money at a small rate of interest. 
hata Soba 36. The Bhardt Bast, of the 28th November, warns the rate-payers 
of Calcutta to elect good men as their 
Commissioners, men who do not care for 
Government favours. According to law the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
has no power of direct management of the municipal affairs; but His Honor 
is interfering in the matter. Though the Commissioners are prepared to make 
improvements without raising the rate of the house-tax, His Honor 3 
putting pressure on them to raise the tax. The Commissioners thiok 
that Government should advance money for these improvements. But 
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Government thinks that these should be made not from capital but from income. 
Has His Honor read the minute of Mr. Swinhoe, the Vice-Chairman of 
the Suburban Municipality on the amalgamation of the municipalities ? 
Why does he make himself unpopular by undertaking a thing which is not 
liked by any One. 


37. The same paper is glad te notice that the Tramways Company has = Buanar Basr, 
made many reforms. But there are many yet %°v *t» 1885. 


to be made. People are greatly inconvenienced 
at the time of attending office for want of sufficient cars. A larger number of 


cars should be started at this time. Two benches should be set apart in 
each car for females. 


88. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 28th November, has heard that S*™Y4> Prasnaxar, 
many persons of Calcutta who have been al- ~~” 
ways regarded as voters have not been registered 

as voters this time. Many persons again whose names have been registered 

as voters have not yet received voting papers. It is said in many wards 

that the voting papers were taken away by candidates for Municipal Com- 
missionerships as soon as they reached the rate-payers of those wards. 

Many who have not offered themselves as candidates for Municipal 
Commissionership have been put down as_ candidates. The rule 

about the registration of the names of voters should be changed. Some 

months before the municipal election a high officer of the municipality 

should go to each ward and register the names of those only as voters, 

who are according to law entitled to the privilege. Any objections that 

may be made against his decisions should be heard at least within one 


month. ‘The voting papers should not be sent by post but through police 
officers. 


39. The Som Prakash, of the 830th November, says thatthe Hnglishman Sou Praxasn, 

The Calcutta Municipality and the has condemned the Municipal Commissioners %™ % °°: 
siting of the house-tar. of Calcutta for their refusal to raise the rate 
of the house-tax, and has said that the Commissioners have been guilty of 
opposing Government by that act. ‘The writer says that Government which 
has declared the freedom of action of municipalities cannot interfere with 
the action of Municipal Commissioners so long as they act legally. The 


Englishman has no right whatever to condemn the Municipal Commis- 
sloners. 


40, The 4dnanda Razar Patrikd, of the 30th November, observes Awanpa Bazar 
Anglo-Indians and Self-Govern- in reference to the dislike of Anzlo-Indians Sor tee ie 
— for the elective system in municipalities 
that it is strange that a system which is so greatly admired by Englishmen 
m England should be decried by Englishmen in India. The fact 


furnishes a striking illustration of the sad decline of Anglo-Indians in this 
country. 


41. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 30th November, complains Beg . 
of the prevalence of malarious fever at == ° — 
Mohespur in Jessore. The municipality was 

applied to for a native doctor, but in vain. The writer therefore requests 
Government to provide the people of Moheshpur with medical aid. 
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42. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 3rd December, says that sauvav porns. 
there has been much irregularity in voting pec 3-1 tess. 
papers reaching the rate-payers of Calcutta. 
Some have received them late and some have not received them yet? Is 
this due to the fault of the post office or to that of the municipality. The 
writer recommends that owing to these reasons the municipal election 


should be deferred till J anuary. 
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(g)— Railways and communications including canals and irrigation, 


43. <A correspondent of the Charu Vartd, of the 23rd No 
complains of the wretched cunditio 
road from Khahajury to Govindasri. 
7 applied to the Local Government for a road 
but in vain. The writer hopes that the Netrakona Road Cess Committes 
will pay their attention to this matter. The expenses are not likely to be 
much, but the road will confer great benefits on the people of the entire 
pargana of Khahajury. 

44. Tne Bherz, of the 27th November, complains that there is op) 


one parcel clerk at the Sealdah station { 
book all luggages for the Eastern Benoa} 
system of railways. He has to book these in 
a very short time, because parcels cannot be booked before passengers get 
their tickets. It is impossible for one man to do so much work, and conse. 
quently he becomes very peevish and often abuses passengers. The writer 
thinks that the arrangement for booking parcels at Sealdah should be made 
similar to that which obtains at the Howrah station. 
45. The Sanjtvant, of the 28th November, learns from a correspondent 
of the Lndian Mirror that Mr. Drury of the 
Bengal astern Bengal MRailway ill-treats native 
clerks. He has ordered that stools should be 
given instead of chairs for clerks to sit upon. Some applied to him to have 
this order cancelled, and these have lost their promotion for six months, 
He is said to have been rebuked by Government for ill-treating the 
Maharaja of Cooch Behar. One clerk asked another whether the Cooch 
Behar incident was a fact, and for this reason he has been dismissed. Js 
there no means of bringing this railway officer to his senses, 
46, The same paper says that every country is benefited by 
the construction of railways in it; but the 
case is different with India. The construction 
of railways facilitates and cheapens communications, and helps the equal 
distribution of produce. It has done to for India to a small extent. It 
brings country produce to the seaports at a small cost, and thereby increases 
foreign trade. But though India sends outa larger quantity of goods 
than what it receives from foreign countries, still it is a loser in 
foreign trade, and railways by helping exportation make India a great loser. 
People borrow money from foreign countries and spend it in their own for 
the construction of railways, and thereby increase the capital of the 
country. They prepare all the materials for the construction of railways 
in their own country. But India gets these materials from England. The 
income of the railways goes to English capitalists and English railway 
officers. In India too the highly paid railway offices are all monopolized 
by Englishmen : so India instead of getting enriched by railways is getting 
more and more impoverished, and its capital is also becoming less and 
less. Dr. Hunter says that 40,000,900 men in India do not get 
full meals, and the number is ever on the increase. The Mahomedans 
used to extort money from the people whenever necessary, but the 
money used to remain in the country. Now money goes out of India. 
This is one of the causes of the frequency of famines in India. The 
nine districts which were affected by the famine of 1876-78 have rail- 
way communications of the first order. But still the famine assumed 
gigantic proportions in those districts. If any money is. borrowed for the 
construction of railways in India, the greater part is spent in the purchase 
of materials in England. So little only comes to the people of India. But 
they have to pay the whole debt. Thewriter shows that in each of the 
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ears 1882 and 1883 about six to seven crores were spent in England 
and about five crores in India. In this way India is going to be ruined. 

47, The same paper says that Government raised an embank- 
ment from Jujuti to Selimabad to protect the 
country from the inundations of the Damuda. 
But this stopped the current of the Kana river, and people living near it were 
suffering from want of water. But fortunately a canal having been exca- 
vated from the embankment to the Kananudi, the current is again flowing 
and people are rejoicing because they have got water. This canal is called 
the Eden canal. It has four regulators. The regulator at Akbarpur 
brings in water in the Gangur, and helps agriculture to a great extent. 
But when the rains are abundant cultivators do not want the canal water. If 
water flows through the Gangur, people onits banks cannot all get water 
at one and the same time. When the people of Barusal get water they 
dam the river, and people of other villages do not get water, and so on and 
this often produces quarrel among them. In the Bengali year 1291 Baboo 
Mukund Nath Chaudhari agreed to bring water to the people who would 
pay him something. Mr. Coxhead helped the Baboo, and people got water 
easily for two years. But suddenly the regulator at Akbarpur was stopped, 
and Government demanded a guarantee for Rs. 60.000 before giving water. 
The Baboo agreed to stand guarantee for Rs. 8,000, but that did not 
satisfy Government. ‘The writer does not understand why such a guarantee 
was demanded by Government. However the regulator was opened at last 
at the request of the Collector, The guarantee was demanded by the 
Chief Engineer. The Anglo-Indian Departmental heads of the Government 
of Bengal want to obtain praise from their employers by showing an increase 
of revenue. The ryots are not unwilling to pay what is reasonably due. 
But this attempt of the Chief Kngineer to realize Rs. 60,000 is unreasonable. 
This will increase the revenue of Government, but the people will have for 
ever to pay for their water. 

48. The Navavibhakar, of the 380th November, referring to the 
remarks of the Lieutenant-Governor in the 
course of his speech at Cuttack to the effect 
that in the construction of railways the wealthy, natives have contributed 
little or nothing towards their promotion, and that all the funds come either 
from the public revenues of India, or are advanced by capitalists in England, 
says that this is due to Government’s not having invited natives to join in 
such work. Government depends upon English capitalists in all matters. The 
arrancements for the securing of capital for such works are made by the 
Secretary of State in England. Let Government once ask the help of the 
people of this country and then blame them, if that help is not offered. 

49, The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 80th November, is informed that 

a few days ago there was a collision between 
chan T Tailway accident at Aran- two trains at the Aranghatta station of the 
ae Kastern Bengal Railway. The accident was 
wholly due to the carelessness of the railway officials. Government is 
asked to direct its attention to the matter. 

50. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 30th November, 
entreats the Collector of Midnapore to instruct 
the Executive Engineer of Contai to soon 
clear the Itabariah Canal which drains Amarasia, Bajarpore, Bhujamutha, 
and other pergunnahs. 
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51. The Pratikdr, of the 20th November, says that the ryots of the 
Chapra Thana in Nuddea having refused to 
sow indigo, the servants of the planters came 
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at night, destroyed the crops of these men, and sowed indigo in their 
lands. 

52. The same paper says thatthe English speak honied words, byt 
their heart is all gall. The world i 
not put its faith in Englishmen. ff the 
English learned straightforwardness, the writer could say that the 
are the first nation in the world. The writer cannot say whether the 
English have ever acted in a straightforward manner in political matters 
They play tricks with everyone, whether subjects or not. No one can know 
what is in their minds. People without knowing their object believe them 
and are ruined. But will the English be able to maintain their position 
by arraying the feelings of everyone in the world against them? The 
possession of India has given the English a very high position among the 
nations of the world. But how are they ruling the people of India? 
They raised high hopes in the minds of the people of India, and then dis. 
appointed them. The Burmese affair shows the English character in its 
best light. What is the offence of the King of Burmah that war has so 
suddenly been declared against him ? 

538. The Dacca Prakash, of the 22nd November, thinks that Lord 
Dufferin was sent to India to pursue a 
spirited foreign policy, for he is always engaged 
in great things, and never pays any attention to the work of,internal admi- 
nistration. He has done nothing for Self-Government. The report of the 
Education Commission is going to be shelved. The volunteering movement 
is nipped in the bud. But Lord Dufferin has satisfactorily settled the Central 
Asian difficulty. He has given the people the Copyright Bill and the Burmese 
war. He is going to deprive an independent King of his territories, and to 
meet the cost of the Burmese war schools are going to be closed and 
productive public works put a stop to. If this is spirited foreign policy, if 
this is good government, the writer would not like to become civilized or to 
live under a civilized government. 

54. Referring to the National Anthem incident at Poona, the Charu 
Vartd, of the 23rd November, asks, why do 
the English now-a-days so often raise a 
cry of disloyalty of the natives? ‘The reasons are twofold. First, 
English education has roused noble aspirations in the. minds of natives. 
Whenever they want to get their just rights the English raise a cry of 
disloyalty. The English are also surrounded by dangers on all sides in 
their relations with foreign powers. This has made them suspicious of the 
natives. Butif the natives were really disloyal, why should they send 
delegates to England? The natives want to enjoy happiness under the 
auspices of the English. Mr. Digby has understood the native character 
thoroughly, and so they are very grateful to him. 

55. The Bhardt Mihir, of the 26th November, says that the people 
are daily becoming more and more convinced 
that under British rule the internal con- 
dition of the country is improving. Everybody credits the British Govern- 
ment with a sincere desire to increase the happiness of the people of India. 
Under British rule the people enjoy security of life and property, thefts 
and dacoities have decreased, increased facilities of communication have 
promoted trade, and good arrangements have been made for the education 
of the people. What wonder that, in consideration of these benefits, those 
that are not acquainted with the fundamental principles of British rule 
snould praise it without stint or reserve? It must be admitted that n0 
thoughtful native of India ever desires the subversion of British rule 1 
India. ‘The editor firmly believes that natives cannot but be well-wishers of 
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the British Government, if they are really well-wishers of their own country. 
By diffusing the light of western education and civilization among Indians 
the English nation has become entitled to their gratitude. What is desired 
is that the British Government may by following a policy of just and good 
administration widen the path of improvement upon which under British rule 
India finds herself placed. May English rule remain unshaken in India 
and may therulers strive to do their respective duties always keeping in 
view the happiness and the aspirations of the people! Providence has 
entrusted the destinies of 250 millions of Indians in the hands of the 
English nation which, if it only acts up to its great resposibilities, may in 
a short time enable the country to wear quite a different aspect. But it 
is to be regretted that in conducting the administration of India, the 
authorities disregard the interests of natives and attend solely to those of 
Europeans. To promote the interests of Europeans, Government swerves 
from the path of justice and does not hesitate to follow a hateful and dis- 
eraceful policy. Hnglishmen profess to have undertaken the task of 
administration for tbe sole purpose of civilizing the barbarous native, but 
in practice it is found that seeking the welfare of India is not their object, 
but that their sole aim is to fill the bellies of Europeans. This inequitable 
policy is doing great injury to British rule in India, but blinded by self- 
interest Government seems not to see it. Owing to its own wrong-doing 
Government is losing the esteem of the people, but if they are found dis- 
contented they incur its displeasure. It is avowedly the duty of Government 
to encourage native trade and manufactures, but in practice it helps 
to bring about their decline. No sooner did the Bombay Cloth Mills come 
to stand in the way of the English cloth merchants than Government 
repealed the import duties on English piece-goods. It was announced that 
the measure was undertaken in the interests of free trade, but the people of 
India at once saw through the matter. How in the face of such proceedings 
can Government expect that the people will remain contented? Govern- 
ment seems to wink at the oppression committed upon natives by Europeans 
in India. The manner in which Huropean Judges are doing injustice to 
natives, and in their eagerness to let off Kuropean offenders disgracing the 
seat of justice, is such as cannot but excite a feeling of strong dislike for 
Englishmen. Government looks on these things, but does not grant any 
remedy. How long will people have to witness this partiality in the adminis- 
tration of justice ? Government ought to promptly attend to this matter. 
56. The same paper says that the advice given by the Lieutenant- 
Governor to the Tributary Chiefs and zemindars 
of Orissa recently assembled before him in 
durbar ought to be followed by them. But it behoves His Honor himself to 
think of the advice he has given them. Does His Honor himself attend to 
the matter of sanitation in the provinces under his sway to the extent that it 
ought to be attended to? Malaria is raging in Bengal. What steps has the 
Lieutenant-Governor taken to destroy it? Has he no time to spare for 
giving a bit of advice to the Sanitary Commissioner on this subject ? 
Again, what arrangements has His Honor made for providing Bengal with 
the necessary railways and other communications ®? Does he not keep an 
account of the expenditure from the Road Cess funds on roads? He does 
not bestow a single thought on the need which- has become imperative of 
constructing additional railroads in Bengal. But it is easy to give advice. 
Does His Honor really understand that the landlord’s prosperity depends 
on that of the tenant ? If he had really realized this fact, the misery of 
the khas mehal tenants would not have been so great. If the zemindars 
had collected their rents from the tenants at the rate and in the oppressive 
manner which are approved of by Government as the landlord in the khas 
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mehals, Sir Rivers Thompson would have probably long since proposed ¢ 
deprive them of their zemindaries. His Honor’s fame would have iia 
over Bengal if he had governed the province on the principles he embodied 
in his recent advice to the Tributary Chiefs of Orissa. 

57. The same paper says that in recently defending his Indian policy 


ot 
isi bevhebri didiiials Lord Lytton indulged in several misstatements, 


He knowingly understated the cost of the 
Afghan war; seemed not to be aware of the oppressive character of the 


license-tax ; indulged in misrepresentations in giving the history of the 
Vernacular Press Act ; and pointed with pride to the creation of the Statutor 
Civil Service, which was really designed to prevent natives from entering the 
Covenanted Civil Service. Lord Lytton is possessed of an amount of 
impudence which is found in few men. Untruthfulness is a habit with 
him. It is really difficult to say how he had the courage to enter upon a 
defence of his Indian administration. 
58. The Sahachar, of the 25th November, says that the Lieutenant. 
The distress in Orissa and thein- Governor has himself admitted that the grant 
stallation pe — son of the trans- of Rs. 20,000 will not be sufficient for the 
<iica a  ak at relief of the distress caused by the late storm- 
wave on the Orissa coast. The writer entreats Government to grant further 
money for the relief of the people suffering from the storm-wave. It is not 
an easy task to save a tract situated on the seacoast like Orissa from storm- 
waves, But Government sbould try its best to save Orissa from such 
catastrophies as far as possible. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor has done a very 
sood act on the occasion of his visit to Orissa. He _ has, at the direction of 
the Viceroy, installed the minor son of the Rajah of Pooree, who has been 
banished for life and whose property has been confiscated by Government 
for the offence of murder, on the throne of his father and has restored to 
him all the properties of his father. The writer thanks both Lord Dufferin 
and Sir Rivers Thompson for this act. The writer hopes that the wholesome 


advice given by Sir Rivers Thompson to the Rajahs of Orissa will be 


followed by them. The writer also hopes that Sir Rivers Thompson will 
fulfil the hopes of the people of Bengal. 


59. The same paper says that far from being injured the English 
Lord Lytton’s defence of the Gage Government is being benefited by the verna- 


ging Act. cular press. Owing to the vernacular papers 


tle loyalty of Indians to the English Government is increasing. When 
even after seeing all this Lord Lytton has ventured to defend his Gagging 
Act it is vain to argue with him. The charges that were preferred against 
the vernacular press by Lord Lytton have long since been proved false. The 
vernacular press now proves that the Gagging Act was the most monstrous 
law ever passed. Referring to Lord Lytton’s argument that the Press Act 
was necessary inasmuch as guilty native editors could not be punished owing 
to the sympathy for them of native jurors, the writer asks whether any such 
thing ever occurred in this country. Miscarriages of justice often take place 
owing to the fault of jurors. Is the Criminal Procedure Code to be burnt for 
this reason and arrangements made for the summary trial of offences ? Will 
not such a course produce rebellion in the country ? No persons in the world 
are completely blameless, and vernacular editors are no exception to the rule. 
But are the Anglo-Indian editors blameless? The native editors are fat 
less guilty than the Anglo-Indian editors. 


60. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 26th November, says that because the 


Government and Indians, Manchester merchants ‘ put pressure oot 
pres Government, it is negotiating with China for 
commercial privileges for them. But because Indians cannot put pressure . 
upon Government in this manner, no one looks to their interests. 


( 1467 ) 


61. The Urdu Guide, of the 27th November, remarks in reply to 


those who object to the tours of Viceroys 


: through native States on the ground that they 
cost the native princes much money, that this is true; but it should be 


remembered that tours are of great service inasmuch as advice given by 
the Viceroy in the course of conversation with native princes, the adminis- 
tration of whose States is not satisfactory, is far more efficacious than advice 
in letters. 


62. The Urdu Guide, of the 28th November, says that none of the 


Mussulmans end the Statutory Civil Mussulman candidates could succeed last year 
Service. in the Statutory Civil Service Examination. 
There is also no hope of their being able to hold their own against Hindu 
candidates this year also. But when the Mussulman candidates are able 
to satisfactorily discharge the duties of Magistrates and Collectors, why 
should they be deprived of those appointments ? 

63. The Bharat Basi, of the 28th November, says that an attempt was 
made in Lord Ripon’s time to raise the 
standard of age in the Civil Service. His 
Lordship and Mr. Ilbert were supporters of the movement, but owing to the 
opposition of the niajority of the Viceregal Council, who were either civilians 
or military men, the movement produced no good result. From this it can 
be seen that no good can be expected from civilians, and the writer thinks 
that the Civil Service should be abolished. Mr. Wren, who has great 
experience of the physical and mental condition of the civilians, has requested 
Government to raise the standard of age in the Civil Service Examination. 
Lord Ripon earned the gratitude of the native community by proposing to hold 
the examination in India as well as in England under the same Board of 
Examiners. ‘The native papers have been long agitating for this, 


64. The same paper thinks that Lord Dufferin seems to be fond of 


show, otherwise why should he be prepared to 


spend such a large sum of money at this time 
of financial difficulty in holding a Camp of Exercise at Umballa, in which 


two representatives from each of the foreign states of Europe will be present ? 
Two representatives and one professor will come from Russia. The writer 
does not understand why a professor should come to see a camp of exercise. 


65. The same paper hears a rumour that an attempt will be made to 


Re-impositionof the ‘Vernacular Ye-lmpose the Vernacular Press Act. The writer 
Press Act. hopes that the rumour will prove to be alto- 
gether groundless. Anglo-Indians who cannot bear that natives should 
criticise their action would of course be very glad if it were re-imposed. 


66. The Sanjivant, of the 28th November, says that the people of 
Nalhati are in chronic want. Coolie sirdars 
induce the inhabitants by various means to 
emigrate to Assam. The Magistrate of Ramporehat only the other day fined 
two coolie sirdars Rs. 20 each. Had not some good men helped the poor 
men, who were being banished to Assam, they would have by this time been 
working in one of the gardens in Assam. Another case has seen recently 
instituted. The coolie sirdars often entice away poor people. Can they not 
be checked? There is a provision in the law for the registration of coolies, 
but that provision is never enforced. Cannot Government enforce even its 
own law? 
67. The same paper says that a Camp of Exercise will be held at 
Umballain December. The writer does not see 
any necessity for holding it. The natives are 
perfectly aware of the prowess of the English, and Russiais yetfar away. But 
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to hold this camp to display their military power before the de 
all European powers, who will be brought to India and entertained 
expense at a time when pathsalas are being closed for want of m 
when the rulers are trying to impose new taxes. If officials had 
money from their own pockets they would never have trifled in th 
the revenues of India. 

68. The same paper in noticing the ball given in honour of §); 

Rivers Thompson in Orissa remarks that 
it is not surprising that Sir Rivers Thomp- 
son should encourage the expenditure of large sums of money in frivoloys 
festivity at a time when thousands are crying for want of food. Perhaps 
Sir Rivers is possessed by the ghost of Lord Lytton, though his Lord. 
ship is still living. When will such a heartless Lieutenant-Governor leave 
the country ? 

69. The same paper in noticing the discharge of 85 clerks from 
the Money Order office remarks that instead 
of depriving so many people of their bread 
it would have been better if one single highly paid officer had been 
discharged. Reduction of establishment under English rule means throwing 
poor men out of employment. When will this disgrace of the English 
Government be removed ? 

70. The same paper says that Lord Randolph Churchill has been 

Lord Randolph Churchill found found out rather too soon. He was acting 
out. the part of a friend of India and trying to 
charm the natives with his honeyed words by making proposals for 
appointing a Royal Commission of enquiry into the affairs of India and 
by holding out hopes to natives of high appointment. Shortly before this a 
Cabinet Council was held on the subject of Burmese affairs. Lord Randolph 
Churchill supported the policy of annexation, and the Conservatives foliowed 
him like so many sheep. Order of annexation was then sent to Lord Dufferin. 
The annexation policy was given up for a lony time, but it is going to be 
followed again. The days of peace and prosperity seem to be over, ‘I'he din 
of war is heard on all sides. New taxes are going to be imposed for 
increasing the army. Lord Randolph Churchill is greatly to be feared. 
He has in a recent speech at Birmingham attacked the policy of Lord 
Ripon, and attributed the Russian complications to his policy. If the Con- 
servatives remain in power, India will fare very ill. Lord Randolph Churchill 
is sure to reverse the policy of Lord Ripon, re-impose the Press Act, abolish 
self-government, impose new taxes, and annex new states. If he retains 
his power the native press will be ground down, but oppression will only 
strengthen it. 

71. Acorrespondent of the Nava Medini, of the 28th November, 
complains thai the people of Ghattal are often 
ereatly inconvenienced in the matter of getting 
their documents registered by the constant absence of the sub-divisional officer, 
who is also the sub-registrar on tour in the mofussil. There is no Sub-Deputy 
Collector at Ghattal, but there are two munsifs, one of whom can be 
entrusted with the work of registration to the great relief of the people. 

72. The Sddhdrant, of the 29th November, says that Lord Dufferin 

bd Whee sad Cid Seal possesses great reputation in England. All 

| English newspapers hailed his appointment 
as Viceroy of India. He isa famous diplomatist and a very social persou. 
Though he is a Liberal he has not failed to satisfy the Conservatives. But 
will India derive any benefit from all these qualities ? Indians shudder 
at the mention of the word diplomatist. India has been greatly injured by 
a diplomatist. There is no knowing what she will have to suffer from 
another diplomatist. The acts of Lord Dufferin during the short time 
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that he has been in India are such as to fill Indians with consternation. 
He omitted the provisions that were favourable to ryots in the Rent Bill as 
far as possible. But he cannot be greatly blamed for this as he had to be 
guided by the opinion of the civilians in this matter. But it isa very 
dangerous thing that he has been trying to kindle the flame of war since his 
arrival into India. Had not Mr. Gladstone been at the head of affairs a 
dreadful war would have broken out in Central Asia. Unsuccessful in 
kindling the flame of war on the west, he has succeeded in kindling it on 
the east. No internal measure of Lord Dufferin can be praised. He has 
not ventured to enroll natives as volunteers. He has supported the Anglo- 
Indians in their quarrel with the Calcutta Municipality. Though he has 
held out many hopes regarding the extension of self-government, he has 
done nothing in the matter. India is sick of sweet words, and is no longer 
tobe deluded by them. Upon his arrival in India Lord Ripon extin- 
guished the flame of war in Afghanistan and turned his attention to internal 


affairs. It is well known how much good he did to the country in this 
way. 


73. The same paper says that pointing to railways, telegraphs, post 
English dominion and Native States. offices and schools, the English Government 


oy boasts that it has not failed to introduce 
the civilization of the nineteenth century into India in a complete form. 


The writer does not deny that India has derived great benefit from those 
arrangements. Sut the chief benefit derived from British rule is not 
those things, but the establishment of peace and order in this country. 


As India has benefited by British rule in some respects, it has also 
suffered in some respects owing to that reason. The English adminis- 


tration of India is completely selfish. The English try to enjoy happiness by 
depriving Indians of everything. The greatest veproach upon British 
rule is that it has completely impoverished India. But the English 


Government is not at all eager to remove the poverty of India, though it can 
easily do so. Though the system of administration in the Native States is so 
much blamed by the English Government, people living in those States do not 
desire to live under British rule. On the contrary, men suffering from want of 
food in British territories often emigrate to those native states. Can the 
English Government explain the case of this? Whatever the comparative 
merits of the two systems of administration may be, Government and the 
Native Princes should be friendly to each other. But the English Government 
alway growls at the Native Princes. How can friendly relations be promoted 
in this manner? The Residents kept by Government in Native Courts are 
steatly feared by the Native Princes. If Government removes the Residents, 
the Native Princes will become friendly to Government immediately. The 
English are desirous of annexing Native States and abolishing the armies 


of the Native Princes. How can the Native Princes be friendly when such 
are the intentions of the English ? 


74. The Sadr Sudhdnidhi, of the 30th November, says that, while the 


Tours of Indian Governors and Lora tours of the Indian Governors cost a good 

ufferin’s tour. deal of money, they result in no good to the 
country. On the occasion of their tours the Governors converse only with 
natives in high position. They do not speak with the common people. 
Referring to the tour of Lord Dufferin through the native states, the writer 
says that he has been everywhere received like an emperor by the Native 
Princes and much money has been spent by them upon his reception. But 
no good has been produced by this tour. His advice to the Native Princes to 


forget the prowess of their forefathers on the battle field may awaken suspi- 
clon in their minds. 
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75. The Som Prakash, of the 30th November, referring to the review 


re which is to be held in Umballa, says t 
een mamae though India is beset with danger pa 
entangled in debts, Government cannot desist from wasting money upon 
such unnecessary things. 


76. The same paper, referring to the statement made by Lord Lytton 


3 yo that he simply desired to punish the Amir, byt 
Tord Patton's defence of his policy. that, his intentions were very friendly towards 
the Afghans, says that such reasoning is ridiculous. He honoured 


the Afghans, it would seem, by insulting their Amir. Even if Lord 
Lytton believed that the Afghans were dissatisfied with the Amir, his 
sending of English troops to Afghanistan was a wrong act. Lord Lytton 
has said that the Afghan war cost only 12 crores of rupees, and of this 
7 crores have been paid by England. But Lord Lytton should know by 
this time that the war cost 18 crores of rupees, and that England has paid 
only 5 crores of that sum. Lord Lytton has said that as Indians have 
never possessed freedom of ‘speech, they should not have it. The 
writer thinks that Government derives benefit from such freedom of speech 
of the people. If the people do not possess that freedom, Government 
cannot know their feelings, and consequently cannot act properly. Lord 
Lytton has said that all other charges, except the Afghan war and the 
Press Act, brought against him are false. But the writer mentions the 
Arms Act by passing which Government has brought the reproach of 
cowardice upon the brave English nation. Lord Lytton perhaps knew that 
the money of the famine relief fund would be spent upon other objects. 
He also held the Imperial Assemblage in Delhi when a dreadful famine was 
raging in the country. 
77. The Navavibhakar, of the 30th November, says that from the 
re-awakening of the desire for annexation in 
The expenses of the Burmese the mind of the British Government it is 
woe evident that fear and distrust has taken pos- 
session of its mind. Referring to Lord Dufferin’s deliberately maintaining 
silence upon the subject of the policy which will be followed in Burmah, 
the writer says that this is due to the main principle of British administration 
in India, which consists in governing the country without asking the advice of 
the people. The ruler of the petty state of Mysore has departed more widely 
from this despotic principle of administration than the civilized and powerful 
English Government. India’s grievances will not be removed so long as the 
representative system of Government is not introduced into the country. 
The people who have no control over the finances of their country cannot 


be happy. If with the assistance of the liberal-hearted statesmen of England 


Indians can obtain the above privilege, their grievances may be in some 
degree removed. Had Indians possessed that power, Lord Dufferin could 
not have maintained silence on the subject of the course he intends to 
follow in Burmah. In that case Indians would have known what the cost _ 
of the war with Burmah would be and how it would be met. Had such 
been the case, Government could not have proceeded to annex Burmah in 
defiance of the unanimous protests of India. Lord Dufferin has plainly 
declared that Government has determined upon the annexation of Burmah 
for promoting the interests of English merchants and capitalists. There 
is the advantage of the English merchants and capitalists on one side, and the 
waste of blood and treasure of Indians and the ruin of the Burmese on the 
other. The English Government should have considered the condition of 
India before deciding upon such a step. Lord Dufferin should have consl- 
dered the cost of defending the eastern frontier of the English dominion after 
Burmah had been annexed and that of keeping the Burmese in subjection 


( 1471 ) 


The cost of defending the eastern frontier will be great, and it will 
increase by two or three times when there will be fear of collision with 
France and China. Lord Dufferin would have done well in looking over 
the accounts of the Afghan war. Reflection on the vast expenses of that war, 
and the expenses for the keeping of order in Afghanistan after the war had 
ended and for the defence of the frontier, curdles the blood of Indians. 
Lord Lytton underrated these expenses in the defence of his policy published 
by him the other cay. India has had to spend 25 crores of rupees includ- 
ding exchange duties upon the Afghan war. Though the war ended in 188], - 
difficulties arising out of it did not cease till long after. Indians have had 
to pay five crores more for the settlement of those difficulties. Thus 
Indians have had to pay 30 crores on account of the Afghan war. If even 
one-sixteenth of this sum is spent upon the Burmese War, India will 
have to pay two crores of rupees. Where will poor Indians obtain this 
money from ? 

78. ‘The same paper says that many suspicions are being awakened in 

The Commission of Enquiry pro- its mind regarding the Commission to enquire 
posed by Lord Randolph Churchill, about Indian affairs proposed by Lord 
Randolph Churchill. Many are supposing that the Secretary of State has 
proposed this Commission merely to increase the prestige of his party at the 
present general election, in the same way as Mr. Gladstone spoke of the 
grievances of India at the general election of 1880. At the time of the 
impeachment of Warren Hastings it was settled that enquiries would be 
made into the administration of India on occasions of the renewal of the 
charter of the Hast India Company. This determination was come to by 
the authorities for the sake of giving Englishmen in general access to the 
wealth of India which was then the monopoly of the Hast India Company. But 
a Commission of Enquiry is no longer required for the above purpose. 
Another reason for suspecting that the Commission has been proposed from 
the selfish motive above referred to is that Lord Randolph Churchiil did not 
support Mr. Slagge when he proposed the appointment of such a Commis- 
sion in the House of Commons. Lord Randolph Churchill’s condemnation of 
Lord Ripon also awakens suspicion in the minds of Indians. From the 
remark of Lord Randolph Churchill that railways will prevent the recur- 
rence of famines in India, it is evident that he does not believe in the scarcity 
of food in India. The waste of money by Government is the cause of this 
poverty. When he does not believe in the poverty of India what real good 
will he do? He has also not yet appointed the Commission though he has 
been speaking of it for along time. Though Lord Randolph Churchill is 
speaking of reforms in the administration of India, his organ, the Times, is 
recommending measures injurious to India. All this has awakened suspi- 
cions in the public mind. But the editor does not think that the Secretary 
of State has proposed the appointment of the Commission to delude the 
public. The writer hears that though Lord Randolph Churchill is a thorough- 
going Tory he does not shrink back from making his promises good. The 
writer is sorry at the indifference of the Liberal party whom India con- 
siders her friends to this matter. 

79. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 30th November, says that, if 
instead of bringing serious charges against 
Theebaw and seeking to prove the liberal inten- 
tions of the British Government, Lord Dufferin had entered upon the Burmese 
war on the true ground indicated by the Secretary of State, namely, that the 
occupation of Burmah would promote British trade, the war would not have 
probably caused much dissatisfaction or laid the British Government open to 
so much blame. Everybody is now aware that the authority of righteousness 
has disappeared from the world, and that the strong will now rule it. 


The present English policy. 
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Consequently if the strong’ British Government should annex the territories 
of theweak Burmese King, it would not be doing anything particular] 
wrong,:-but only what is being done by powerful nations like the French, 
the Germans and the Russians. What the public cannot bear to see i, 
that while Lord Dufferin is about to depose Theebaw for no fault of his 
His Excellency should seek to convince the world that Theebaw was a crucl 
monster, and that be was for this punished. By acting in this manner 
Lord Dufferin has wronged Theebaw and righteousness alike, and by 
attempting to establish the guilt of the Burmese King by means of specious 
reasoning and sophistical arguments he has indirectly offered an insult to 
the intelligence and the moral sense of the civilized would. Lord Dufferin 
has acted similarly in another instance in this country. He has deprived 
the husband of the Begum of Bhopal of his title of Nawab and the other 
honours which he used to receive from the British Government. Charges 
similar to those on the strength of which Lord Dufferin has taken this 
step were preferred before Lord Ripon, but that statesman did not listen 
to them because he found on enguiry that they were perfectly groundless, 
The fact is that the Nawab is an educated and able man, who has by 
introducing many reforms into the Bhopal State created many enemies, 
Now the people of India would not have been so sorry if, forgetting the 
services rendered to the British Government by Bhopal and without enguir- 
ing into the charges against the Nawab, Lord Dufferin had deprived him 
of all power because the British Government was strong and the Begum 
was weak. In that case Indians would have felt that Government had 
but done what is done usually by the strong towards the weak. But 
Lord Dufferin has not done so. He has sought to prove the Nawab 
guilty and to justify the action of Government towards him. By acting 
thus Lord Dufferin has not only slighted justice, but has in a manner offered 
an insult to the intelligence and moral sense of the natives of India. 
When English officials and many non-official Englishmen put on this cloak 
of righteousness, they not only lower themselves in the estimation of the 
people, but also weaken the British Empire. As aresult of this the people 
come to lose their confidence in the British Government and to look upon it 
with suspicion and even alarm. Both Liberals and Conservatives have come 
to be looked upon with distrust, and it is felt that neither party are sincere 
well-wishers of India, and that they can, if self-interest requires it, utterly 
irnore her interests. The people formed high expectations of Lord Dufferin, 
and hoped that, while possessing all the good qualities of Lord Ripon, he would 
show himself to be free from the weakness which was Lord Ripon’s fault. 
But Lord Dufferin’s acts are gradually producing a feeling of anxiety in the 
public mind. He belongs to both parties—Liberal and Conservative. In such 
men the people naturally hesitate to place much confidence. Would to God 
Lord Dufferin’s policy possessed the merits of both Liberal and Conservative 
principles and were free from the demerits of either! 

80. The Samaya, of the 30th November, says that the English are 
the most selfish race of men on the surface of 
the earth. Their object in gaining possession 
of India is to serve their own purpose, quite regardless of the interests of 
those who inhabit it. They get greatly annoyed when their interest !s 
interfered with. They have monopolised all those appointments 0 
which high pay is attached, but in which the work is of a very light 
nature, and they have reserved all those appointments for natives of 
which the work is hard but the remuneration small. Officers from District 
Judge upwards get high pay, but the sheristadars and others have all the hard 
drudgery. Government is now throwing a few high appointments. open to 
natives, but the Anzlo-Indians cannot tolerate even this much. ‘They are 


Selfishness of the English. 
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trying to set up an agitation against it. When Mr. Justice Mitra was 
made the Officiating Chief Justice, the Anglo-Indian community was greatly 
discontented. The way in which they wanted to defend their interests 
during the [Ibert Bill agitation is well known. Not content with all these, 
they are looking towards the nativa states with an ominous look. 


Il].—Leaisuative. 


81. The Sanjtvani, of the 28th November, says that a rumour is afloat 
that the Press Act is going to be reimposed. 
Government cannot bear the unfavourable 
comments made by the native press in connection with the Burmese war. 
If the Conservatives remain in power, the native press is sure to be 
fettered. AJl oppressors are afraid of a free press. ord Lytton was an 
oppressor, and so he imposed the Press Act. Lord Dufferin was known to be 
a Liberal ; but his Burmese war, his Bhopal policy, and his attitude towards 
the volunteering movement has created doubts in the minds of menas to his 
being a Liberal. Lord Lytton was a diplomatist; so is Lord Dufferin. 
The writer does not think that His Lordship will make himself an object of 
hatred by taking away the liberty of the press. But even if the press is 
yagged, the writer will not cease to speak out the truth with boldness, 


The re-imposition of the Press Act. 


IV.—Native States. 


82. The Sahachar, of the 26th November, referring to the visits 
The Viceroy’s visit to the native that are being paid by Lord Dufferin to native 
princes. princes, says that perhaps the Mussulman 
Ewperors themselves would not have received so much honour as the 
Viceroy is receiving. Whether owing to fear or real reverence, hope or 
fear, the princes and people of India are bound to honour the Viceroy. 
Every one sang the praises even of Lord Lytton. Lord Ripon enjoyed 
the real reverence of Indians. The writer hopes that Lord Dufferin also is 
receiving real honour from Indians. 


83. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 26th November, says that the Manha- 
rajah of Tipperah has resolved upon introduc- 
ing reforms into his State. He has proposed 
to appoint Baboo Deno Nath Sen, the Assistant Inspector of Schools, 
Dacca, as manager of his affairs. The Baboo on the occasion of a recent 
visit to Agartala proposed the establishment of a council composed of the 
Maharajah, the Jubraj, the Bara Thakur, and the heads of the different 
departments of the administration to conduct the work of Government. 
The Editor approves of the proposed measure, and hopes that, if it is carried 
out, the Maharajah will be soon able to clear his debts and introduce improve- 
ments into his State. 


84. The Bharat Bast, of the 28th November, is glad to notice that 
the Maharajah of Mysore has ordered his 
officers not to take anything from his subjects 


without payment during his tour. Cannot English officers imitate the con- 
duct of the Maharajah of Mysore ? | 


85. The same paper does not think that Lord Dufferin is acting 
wisely by appointing an Englishman as the 
administrator of the Bhopal State. An 
English officer was the other day appointed in Cashmere, Burmah is 
<olng to be annexed, and if Bhopal is treated in this way, native princes 
are likely to get creatly alarmed. But is this the time to frighten them ? 
luey should be made to assist the Imperial Government cheerfully. 


Tipperah. 


Impressment of labour in Mysore. 


The State of Bhopal. 
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86. The Sddhdrant, of the 29th November, says that Lord Ra 
The restoration of the Gwalior fort Churchill has shown real magnanimit 
and the Berars. by restoring the Gwalior fort to Sindhia 
Wil the Berars be now restored to the Nizam ? 
87. The Sum Prakdsh, of the 30th November, referring to the 
Conferring of fall powers upon the  CONferring of full powers by Lord Dufferin 
Maharajah of Jeypore. upon the Maharajah of Jeypore and his state. 
ment in his speech on that occasion that the present Government will 
repose complete confidence in the native princes, says that it cannot 
but praise such a policy. This policy will undoubtedly produce ver 
good results if followed. If native princes and the public can be conciliated 
the English Government need not fear even far stronger foes than Russia. _ 
&8. The same paper praises the Gaekwar, who is making efforts in the 
The Gackwar's efforts at social direction of female education and social 
reform. | reform in his State. It is good if the native 
28 busy themselves with such things instead of imitating the English 
officials. 
89. The same paper says that the dreadful policy of annexing Burmah, 
The annexation policy of Govern. Of establishing British influence over Nepal, 
of casting covetous glances upon Cashmere 
and of completely changing the system of administration in Bhopal is being 
followed. The writer says that if Government desires to follow again the 
annexation policy, it should plainly say so. Its acting against its pro- 
fessions may awaken suspicions in the minds of the native princes and thus 
produce very bad results. 
90. ‘The Navavibhakar, of the 30th November, is glad that the 
The installation of the con of the icutenant-Governor has set up the minor 
Rajah of Pooree, and the Licutenant. 80n of the banished Rajah of Pooree on the 
Governor's advice to the Rajahs of Pooree throne. The writer thanks both the 
wos Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor for this. 
The son should not be punished for the offence of the father. Referring to the 


ndolph 


Lieutenant-Governor’s advice to the Rajahs of Orissa to make a permanent 
settlement with their subjects and to conciliate them, the writer says tha he 
will be glad if Sir Rivers teaches them how to do al! this by example. 
9i. Thesame paper, referring to Lord Dufferin’s conferring upon the 
Conferring of full powers upon the Maharajah of Jeypore full power of exercising 


Maharajah of Jeypore. authority, says that it is very glad that the 


foreign policy of Lord Dufferin is taking such a good direction. Lord 
Ripon followed such a policy. The writer was sorry that Lord Dufferin 
at first hesitated to follow that policy. The conferring of full powers upon 
the Maharajah of Jeypore, and the restoration of the fort of Gwalior to 
Sindhia, are very seasonable measures. 
92. The Dainik, of the lst December, says that the Hindus have no 
ie ey reason to sympathize with the husband of 
eee ee the Begum of Bhopal who systematically ill- 
treated his Hindu subjects, and wanted to snatch away from the Hindus the 
management of the revenues of the State. The writer would not have been 
sorry if the English had not indirectly insulted the Begum by publicly 
taking away all powers from her husband. It is for this reason that the 
writer is opposed to the policy pursued by the English in Bhopal. 


V.—PRosPEcts oF THE Crops AND ConprITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


93. The Pratitdr, of the 20th November, complains that all relief 


the 

er ener Or eal works will be puta stop to owing to 
bi bof sempre tene Burmese war, which will cost a good deal of 
money to Government. The stopping of relief works means the death of a 
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large number of wretched men. The people of Nuddea are very poor, and 
if relief work 1s not continued for a.long time, many people will be without 
any means of obtaining a livelihood. In the Kaliganj thana weak and worth- 
less men are working at relief depdts, and some of them were getting rice 
gratis. But if all relief worke are stopped, hundreds will die. 
94, ‘The same paper says that the storm-wave passed over five hundred 
The storm-wave in Orissa. villages. Only 8,000 people were left alive 
in them after the storm was over. Rs. 20,000 
has been sanctioned for the relief of these men. The writer thinks that a 
smaller grant would have done. Some thousands out of this sum could have 
been applied to improving the health of Sir Rivers Thompson,.who with a 
sickly constitution is working so hard for the people of Bengal ;a few 
thousands could also have been spent in the Burmese war. 


95. The Bharat Mthir, of the 26th November, says that the extent of 


The Lieutenant-Governor in Orissa,  *#€ havoc caused in Orissa by the late cyclone — 


and storm-wave has now been ascertained by 
the Lievtenant-Governor, who is at present touring in that province. Out of 
a population of twenty-six thousand, eight thousand only are now left to 
receive State relief. Government has sanctioned an expenditure of 
Rs. 20,000 for relief purposes. But this will be very inadequate, as no 
man will get more than Rs. 2-8. If adequate relief is to be granted, 
a lakh and a half of rupees will be necessary. If is not known what 
arrangements for relief are being made by the Lieutenant-Governor. 
His Honor seems to be spending his time in Orissa in amusements. 


96. A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 26th 

November, complains that the embankment 

yembankment at the mouth of the thrown by Government at the mouth of the 

) Malamkhali river near Jayanpore in Sadully- 

apore thana has done immense injury both to cultivation and to the public 

health. The writer asks why the old bridge at that point was destroyed. 

He requests the new Deputy Magistrate of the place to remove the 
grievances of the people. 


97. The Dainitk, of the 30th November, says that the recent floods 
RS Sa have done the greatest damage in the villages 
ee of Patkabari, Chandipur, Mohammadpur, 
Chandpur, Goghata, in the south-eastern part of the district of Murshidabad. 
Houses have not fallen indeed, but crops have been destroyed over an area of 
16 square miles. The prospects of the crops in the neighbouring villages too 
are not good. Good crops have not been raised for two years. Some people 
have not had rice to eat for two or three days. 


98. The Sanjévani, of the 28th November, complains that scarcity 
prevails in many villages within the jurisdiction 
of the Trihatta thana in Meherpore. SBaboo 
Nagendra Chandra Ghosh was sent by the Calcutta Theosophist Society to 
distribute relief among the distressed, and he has commenced his work. 
The writer made his acquaintance at Trihatta, and they both went to Jitaj- 
jar, about a mile from that place. Baboo Nafar Chundra Pal Chowdri is 
the zemindar of the village. ‘With the exception of four or five families 
all are in distress in that village. Three successive bad years had reduced 
them to poverty, and the recent floods have washed away their crops. The 
zemindar has made no attempt to relieve them. They applied for tuccavi 
advance, but in vain. The writer and his friends, on arriving at the village, 
were surrounded by 20 or 25 famished people, and they reported that one 
woman had died of starvation. On enquiry it was found that in the chow- 
kidar’s book her death has been entered as owing to starvation, and 
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Government has done nothing to relieve these people. In one house Q 
widow was found feeding her four little children with arum. The condition 
of the villages of Karuigahi, Chilakhani, and Garibhar is wretched indeed. 
Arum and plantain roots have become staple food with them. Not op! 
are widows and disabled people in distress, but distress pervades all classes if 
men. Day labourers do not get anything as wages. The Theosophist 
Society cannot alone grant relief «o so many distressed people. The write; 
asks the Secretary of the Kisbnagore Relief Committee why he wastes 
the Committee’s resources by placing them in the hands of officials? ‘The 
Secretary knows that there is great distress in Trihatta. Why then does he 
not do his duty? 

99. The Dainik, of the 29th November, says that the people of the 
Kaligan} thana in Nuddea are living on 
wretched food, which even they find it 
difficult to procure. They have grown very lean from starvation. The 
people of Trihatta looked forward to the kalaz crop, but that crop they could 
not sow, because the fields were under water. Unless relieved they have 
no means of keeping themselves alive. What is the Magistrate of Nuddea 
doing at such atime? The Sherishtadar of the Judge’s Court, Nuddea, had 
an occasion recently to travel in Trihatta, and he was told on his way 
that a man had died of starvation. He was not disposed to believe the 
rumour, but on enquiry it proved to be true, and he also learnt that five 
or six men were on the point of death. He reported the matter to the 
Magistrate in person, who considezed it an exaggeration. The Road Cess 
works at the end of the floods gave employment to a large number of 
labourers. But as owing to the existence of distress the number of 
hands has increased, it is said that Government will stop all works on 
which labourers are required. Such is Christian Government. 

100. The Ananda, Bazar Patrilcd, of the 30th November, refers to 
the address presented to the Lieutenant- 
Governor by the Orissa People’s Association, 
and to its disapproval of the intention of His Honor to hold a durbar in 
that province when the object of his visit is to enquire about the distress 
of the people caused by the recent cyclone and storm-wave. The editor 
remarks that the Association should not wonder at Government’s granting 
relief to the sufferers only at the rate of Rs. 2-8 per head, considering 
that the same Government has unscrupulously spent the Famine Fund in 
war. Who could have brought Government to book even if it had refused to 
grant relief at this very low rate? Why again should those Christians who, 
causelessly plunge into war to deprive a nation of its independence and 
send Christian missionaries to accompany an invading army to pray to God 
for success, feel sorry at the distress of thousands of people caused by 
providential visitations, and desist from amusements and festivities? The 
sudden and causeless Burmese war has fallen like a thunderbolt upon the 
heads of the people of Burmah. 

101. The same paper says that great distress prevails among the 
people in Krishnagore and Banagram, The 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division and 
the Collector of Jessore have suddenly stopped the granting of tuccavl 
advances to the agriculturists of the latter sub-division. This will greatly 
impede the work of cultivation which has already greatly suffered from the 
want of seed grains, which the cultivators have not been able to procure 
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Distress in Nuddea. 


for want of money. Cattle have begun to die as a result of . their consum- 


ing submerged grass, which has become poisonous. The stores of aus 
paddy which the people had are now exhausted. They are n0W 
in great distress, many have no expectation of obtaining-a good rubbt crop, 
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while those that expect one do not know how to feed themselves during 
the intervening months. Sach is the deplorable condition of the people 
and yet Government says that the flouds Lave benefited the country, and 
the Commissioner of the Presidency Division maintains that there is no dis- 
tress among the people. It has now become the duty of the natives to inform 
the English public and good Englishmen in India how English officials 
are governing this country. 

102. The Navavibhakar, of the 30th November, heartily thanks the 
Lieutenant-Governor and Mr. Metcalfe and the 
subordinate officials for their earnest efforts to 
remove the distress caused by the late storm- 


The Lieutenant-Governor and the 
distress in Orissa. 


wave in Orissa. 


103. The same paper, referring to the rumour that expenditure for the 
relief of distress in Bengal has been 
stopped, remarks that it matters little to the 


English whether the people of India die, but 
the Manchester merchants must be satisfied by a war with Burmab. 


104. The same paper says that if the distress in Devagram, in the 


Kaliganj thana, in Nuddea at all resembles 


3 the description given of it in aletter from a 
correspondent published in the Amrita Bazar Patrikd, the Magistrate and 


the Government are seriously to blame. The inhabitants of the village, it is 
said, are living upon arums and wild potatoes. It is also said that one 
or two persons have died of starvation. Government has taken no notice 
of all this. Is this doing good to India? The Magistrate, Mr. Hopkins, 


is now enjoying himself at Santipore. As is the superior, so is the sub- 
ordinate. 


The stopping of expenditure for the 
relief of distress. | 


- Distress in Devagram, Nuddea. 


VI.—MIscELLANFOUS. 


105. The Pratekdr, of "7 20th —— ge that the Maharani 
ay arnamayl has paid Rs. 8,000 to the 
ee ert of Dufferin’s Fund for supplying 
female medical aid to the native women of India. The writer has been 
requested by Mr. Barnes to help him inthe collection of subscriptions. 
He thinks that those who spend large sums of money in immoral amusements 
can very well contribute towards the fund which is likely to do some good to 
the country, and to give the donor a name. 

106. The Hindu Rampid, of the 25th November, in acknowledging 
the receipt of Mr. Barnes’ letter enclosing a 

rospectus of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, 
says that the object with which the fund has been started is very good. 
ia patriotic native gentleman should try to contribute towards the 
‘und. 

107. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 26th November, says that 
the attempt of Lady Dufferin to supply female 
medical aid to Indian ladies is praiseworthy. 
The attempt will succeed if funds are forthcoming. Attempts have been made 
to train up female physicians, but no attempt has been made on so extensive 
ascale as that of Lady Dufferin. 

108. The Bheri, of the 27th November, says that the prospectus of 
the Countess of Dufferin’s fund shows that 
its work will go on well as long as the 
projectors are in India. But as soon as they leave India the fund will be 
administered by the Medical Department of the Government. For various 
reasons people. do not like that these funds should fall into the hands of 
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Government. The attempt to appoint female clerks in the Postal Department — 
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shows that Englishmen not content with plundering India themselyo. 
are asking their mothers and sisters to help them. This fund again yj] give 
employment to a large number of English females who will monopolize 
all high appointments under this scheme. Whatever that be, female 
patients are sure to be greatly benefited. Mr. Barnes has been appointed 
to receive donations. He can receive subscriptions only from the rich. 
Respectable men should be appointed in every village to collect subscriptions 
from the poor. | 

109. The Arya Darpan, rs 7 = th b pete that the 

ae eople of India will never be able to payt 

oe event alte debt of endless gratitude ef ms 
Countess of Dufferin for her laudable attempt to remove a crying want. 
Much has been done under the English rule for the improvement of 
men, but nothing for females. Lady Dufferin 1s trying to provide them 
with female medical aid. The princes and people of India are coming 
to her assistance. The subscription already collected is encouraging. Ap 
undertaking in which the wives of all the Governors of India take go 
much interest is never likely to fail. Lady Thompson is doing her best 
to raise subscriptions by establishing a branch association in Bengal, 
Mr. Barnes, the Honorary Secretary of the Association, has written to the 
editor who will be very glad to support the movement. The editor does not 
believe that any one can be unwilling to support an undertaking 
in which Lady Thompson takes so great an interest. 

110. A correspondent of the Swlabh Samachar, of the 28th November, 
says that about 1,50,000 heads of cattle are 
killed every year in Calcutta and its vicinity 
alone. The number killed in the whole of India seems to be very large, 
If the kine are destroyed, where is milk to come from and how is the work 
of cultivation to be carried on? The correspondent is a Christian. He 
has written a book for putting a stop to the destruction of kine, a work 
which he says should have been written by a Hindu. He attributes the 
frequency of famines to the deterioration of the bovine race. 

111. The Ananda Bazar Patrikdé, of the 30th November, says that 
there can be no doubt that Lady Dofferin’s 
noble scheme for providing medical aid to 
native females of India will confer a great benefit upon the country. If 
English officials in this country had initiated similar schemes, and if 
wealthy natives had been involved in debt in consequence of their having 
had to contribute funds in aid thereof, the people would nevertheless 
have become great gainers. It is one thing to waste money upon _horse- 
races, balls, and durbars, and thus incur debt, and it is quite another to 
contribute funds to promote a scheme which has for its object the provision 
of medical aid for native females. ‘Lest, however, in inaugurating a philan- 
thropic scheme, Her Excellency should be the means of causing embarrass- 
ment to natives, Lady Dufferin has from the first proceeded cautiously with 
her scheme. If she had but dropped a hint, lakhs of rupees would have 
been raised by this time, but sufficient funds have not yet been collected. 
She has fixed a very low rate of subscription, and asked help not only from 
natives, but also from English officials, non-official Anglo-Indians, and 
Englishmen in England. The editor suggests that the promoters of the 
Countess of Dufferin’s Fund should endeavour to provide medical aid for 
native females in the mofussil, and not confine their efforts to supplying 
it to those of the towns only. They should further aim at the traming 
up of a body of native lady doctors who can after atime take up the 
work of attending to native females. If this were done, poor people of 
this country would be able to obtain cheap medical aid, and to enjoy 
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the advantage of being treated by lady doctors who knew their man- 
ners and customs and were not strangers to them. The writer further 
suggests that the managing committee of the fund should be strength- 
ened by the appointment to it of some Hindu gentlemen of high position 
in the Hindu society. The editor is glad to hear that the chief priest of 
the shrine of Baidyanath is a great supporter of Lady Dufferin’s scheme. 
This gentleman is aman of learning and pure character, and possesses 
great influence in Hindu society. He should be appointed to the committee. 


Urtya Papers. 


112. The Samvad Bahia expresses regret at the transfer of Baboo 
Kali Pada Mukerjea from Balasore to Pooree, 
as the Baboo was very much liked by the 


Transfer of a public officer. 


people of the Balasore station. 
113. The Sebaka and the Utkal Dipikd devote a large number of 


The Licutenant-Governor in Cut- their columns to a detailed account of the 
tack. reception of His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal in Cuttack. Referring to the address that was 
presented to His Honor by the assembled Rajahs, Zemindars, Municipal 
Commissioners and other gentlemen, the Sebaka goes on to make the 
fullowing remarks :— 


“The address, so far as we can judge at present, pointed out the true 


wants of Orissa, though a great mistake was made in not alluding to the 
backward state of female education in that province. His Honor in reply 
made an excellent speech, whose substance we give below in our own 
words in which all the points of the address were touched, except the one 
that proposed to bring all the Uriya-speaking population under one 
provincial government, a point on which we were most anxious to hear His 
Honor.” 


The Utkal Dipika also wants to know the views of His Honor 
regarding the proposal to bring all the Uriya-speaking population under 
one provincial Government. 


Referring to the distribution of paz and atter that followed the address 
of His Honor in the Cuttack Durbar, the Sebaka goes on to make the 
following remarks : — 


“ The distribution of pdx and atter followed the address, but a curious 
mistake was committed in entrusting the duties of distribution to Mahomedan 
servants, when Hindu servants were available to do the same. ‘The mistake 
must have produced unpleasant feelings, as all the Rajahs were Hindus. 
Some of the audience were afterwards heard to speak of those good old 
days, when the orthodox Serastadars of the Superintendent were particular, 
even to a fault, in respecting the religious scruples, however foolish 
in their nature, of the Hindu Rajahs. But times have changed, and 
the present generation of Rajahs have turned out to be more civilized and 
enlightened than their forefathers, and we hope they will not mind this 
motels, especially as the betel presented on the spot was not meant to be 
chewed.” | 


Both, the Sebaka and the Utkal Dipikd, showed their loyalty to His 
Honor, as representing Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, by expressions 
of loyalty with which their columns were full. The Sedaka alludes to its 
own work in the following terms :— : 


- “Tn conclusion we beg to add that no one has been so busy to welcome 
His Honor as the editor of this journal, who issued two extraordinaries during 
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the course of last week, one of which was published in red. The 
extraordinary, which contained a beautiful address, was in the bends a 
readers in the Cuttack town long before any other address could reach Hi 
Honor’s hands.” ae ' 
si 114. The Utkal Dipikd does not approve of the action of Gover. 
Nov. 21st, 1886. ment in connection witn the management of 
aCTogmuih Tespleat Peake tthe Jaganath temple at Pooree by the Raja of 
Pooree. It looks upon the active policy of 
Government in connection therewith as an act of unnecessary and uncalled 
for interference. 
115. All the papers in Orissa contain favourable notices of the letter 
which the Honorary Secretary to the Benoal 
pine. Uriya, papers and Lady Branch of the “ Countess of Dufferin’s Fund ” 
ufferin’s Fund. : 4 % 
| has forwarded to them with copies of the 
prospectus of the ‘‘ National Association for supplying female medical aid 
to the women of India,” inviting their co-operation in the establishment of a 
Bengal Branch of the Association, and in the contribution of funds for the 
promotion of its objects. 


i aaa 116. The Utkal Darpan deeply mourns 
wn Te i idee Kumal the death of the late Maharaja Kumal Krishna 
asco Deb Bahadur of Sobha Bazar in Calcutta. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & Bun, 


Bengals Translator. 
BeNoaLt TRaNnsuArok’s OFrFicr, 


The 5th December 1888. 
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